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FOREWORD  

This work is an attempt to document the history of the Fox Hill Club on the occasion of its 50th 
anniversary. In doing so, our intent was to not only deliver the facts, but also to bring the 
history of the Club to life through editorial comment, photographs, and a recognition of 
Members who have made significant contributions and shaped the way the Club is today.   

In the body of the text, in chronological order, you’ll find important milestones in the history of 
the Club interspersed with not-so-important, but nonetheless interesting, memories. Listed in 
the appendices, are the past Presidents, Head Golf Professionals. Course Superintendents, and 
Club Managers.  Additionally, some of the Charter Members who believed in the future of the 
Club and put their money and support behind it, are recognized. It is my hope that it will 
provide interesting reading for long-time Members and new Members alike. For long-timers, it 
will walk you down memory lane. For newer Members, we hope it provides a perspective and 
an appreciation for what we have at this great Club of ours.   

While much of the content herein is drawn from documented evidence gathered from Members, 
the Times-Call archives, and other reliable sources, some is drawn from the memories of 
contributing Members, which, as we know, are not always perfect. I apologize in advance for 
any errata you might find and ask that you bring the errors to my attention at 
shorsfall@thefoxhillclub.com.   

And, of course, there are gaps. Many of the Club’s official records have been destroyed, but it is 
my hope that you, our Members, can help to complete the work. You’ll find a red question 
mark or words highlighted in red where information is missing or not verified (particularly 
names and dates). If you can help us clear up these questions, or if you have additional content 
and/or photographs that would enrich the product, please let us know. One of the advantages 
of the digital-age publishing is that mistakes can be corrected, and revised copy can be 
distributed instantly.  Finally, if you know of past Fox Hill Members or staff who might find the 
document interesting, and/or might have something to contribute, please share this link  The 
Fox Hill Club - Milestones and Memories with them. It truly will take a village. 
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After Longmont voters failed to approve a bond issue that would have 
given the city an 18-hole municipal golf course, Phil Skrbina bought a 
section of land, formerly a feed lot, and went about developing a private 
golf club, around which he planned to build and sell homes.        
         
Skrbina named the club The Fox Hill 

Country Club (FHCC) after the red foxes that roamed the 
area and because the knoll on which the Club was built 
was known to geologists as the Fox Hill Fault. 

Frank Hummel was hired to design the golf course, and 
the excavation work was done by Pendleton Construction 
Company of Longmont.  

The first brochure was produced before the clubhouse was built and before the golf 
course was fully designed. The brochure shows Hole 11 as a par four and Hole 12 as a 
par three. Additionally, the course was proposed as a par 72. Holes 9 and 18 were to be 
par 5s with both greens located on the east side of the railroad track embankment.   
This posed several 
playability problems, 
not to mention legal 
issues. After much 
research and discussion, 
it was decided to place 
the two greens on the 
west side of the tracks, 
making the two holes 
par 4s and the course, a 
par 70. 
 
The description of the clubhouse was pretty much the same as the way it was 
eventually built. Architect’s renderings of the west elevation and the floor plan of the 
clubhouse were included on the brochure. At the time the brocure was released, Fred 
Fanton had been appointed General Manager and was housed in temporary offices at 
406 Coffman Street, Longmont. 
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This 1972 artistic rendering depicts the course 
layout against the backdrop of the front 
range. The watercolor painting was used in 
several promotional pieces in the early days 
of the Club. 
 

In the foreground, hole #11 is shown as a par 
four and hole # 12 as a par three.  Thankfully 
it was not constructed this way. Imagine 
playing # 11 all the way down to the corner!  

A total of 400 Charter Memberships (15,000 
shares) made up the initial offering, but fewer 
Memberships were actually issued.  
The Initiation Fee was set at 
$500, the Membership Dues 
were $30 per month, and the 
Fox Hill Country Club was 
born. 

The first Charter Membership 
(Member No 101) was issued 
to Jack Reilly, a close friend 

and, according to his son Rick, a drinking buddy of Phil Skrbina.  Jack was number one in a 
second way.  He was the first Member to card a hole-in-one at the Club (hole 11). 

 

FHCC held it’s “Grand Opening Dinner Dance” on November 
11, 1972, at the newly constructed 13,000 sq. ft. clubhouse. 
Invited guests were welcomed by Skrbina and Fred Fanton, the 
Club’s first Manager.
 
The upper level of the Clubhouse included a cocktail lounge, 
dining room, and banquet facilities for up to two hundred.  The 
lower level housed the Member’s pub, locker rooms, saunas, an 
exercise room, a game room, and the golf shop.
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The entrance to the Club was marked by a tall wooden structure 
that displayed a lighted sign.  The structure was eventually torn 
down as the city developed and the entrance to the club was 
moved further to the east. 

 

 

 

The original course had 
three tees.  The men’s tees 
were blue (6630 yards) 
and Red (6365 yards).  The 
White ladies tee played 
5642 yards. 

The course Ratings were 
69.4 (Blue) and 68.2 (Red). 
The Slope system was not 
introduced until 1983 in 
Colorado (one of five trial 
states) and 1987 nationally. 

 

 

Both the Men’s Golf Association (MGA) and the Women’s 
Golf Association (WGA) were formed in 1973.  Machen 
“Mach” Abernathy was elected the first President of the MGA 
and Rose Marie Grant, the first President of the WGA. 

 
The club held its first Club Championship that was won by Dennis 
Bianconi. Unfortunately, no photographs documenting the event 
could be located, but Dennis’ name appears on the Men’s 
Championship plaque, and he has the trophy at home to prove it!

Pictured (L-R) are Mach 
Abernathry, Ed Dwork, Rollie 
Wildman, Kim Anders, and Ray 
Melvin 

 

Dennis Bianconi with 
the Club Championship 
trophy (February 2002) 
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Skrbina, experiencing some financial difficulties, 
and having ran into issues with the City, called 
a meeting of the Members to discuss the sale of 
the golf course and facilities, and to request that 
the Members elect a Board of Directors to take 
over operation of the Club. 

 

 

The first Member Board of the FHCC was 
comprised of George Howe, Bob Hajek, Jerry 
Rombeck, Wayne Sailer, Chuck Durning, and 
Jimmie Kanemoto (President). 

 
 

(L-R) Bill Shanahan, George Howe Stan Stenvig, and 
Teed Schey 

 

Pictured are players on the 10th tee with the 
smokestack of Longmont’s Sugar Mill in the 
background. 

 

Rollie Wildman presents Dick Sherwin 
with the “Best Putter Award.” 

Dorothy Woodman? 
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The MGA held its first Wednesday night “Twilight 
League.”  As a way to introduce the new, unfamiliar 
Membership to one another, and thus build 
community, league chairman, Dennis Bianconi, set up 
four-man teams of A,B,C, and D players.  Each week, 
two-man teams were formed using different 
combinations of players so that Members could play 
with others of different skill levels within their own 
team and against players from other teams. 

The Twilight league has stood the test of time, and has 
been a fixture (often sold out) on the MGA calendar, 
continually from its inception to the 50th Anniversary of 
the Club (when this was written). 

The Fox Hunt, FHCC’s main Member-Guest event, 
was first held in 1974. Organizer, Dennis Bianconi, 
(MGA President) was quoted as saying the first 
several Fox Hunts were purposely held over the 
July 4th weekend so that families of the guest could 
enjoy all the Longmont festivities while the “boys” played 
golf.   

The first Fox Hunt Champions were Jerry Rombeck 
and guest Dick Bicknell. 

 
The second Club Championship was held on the 
weekend of August 10-11, 1974. The winners 
(holding trophies) were Tom Stonebreaker and 
Ida Hansen.  
 
The trophies were presented by the Club’s Golf 
Professional, Rollie Wildman.

From the Times-Call, March 20, 1974 
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After several months of operating the Club, and after a 
good deal of debate, the Board decided that it should 
attempt to purchase the Club from Phil Skrbina on behalf 
of the Membership.  

While financially risky, the Board saw this as the best, 
perhaps only, way to secure the future of the Club. 

 

 

The Fox Hill Country 
Club, Ltd. was formed 
to buy the Club from 
Skrbina.  The price was 
$750,000 (about 60% of 
the appraised value of 
$1,350,000).  The 260 
paid up Members 
automatically became 
shareholders.  In doing 
so, the Members also 
assumed responsibility 
for the Club’s mortgage 
loan from First of 
Denver Mortgage Investors 
(FDMI).  

The Club’s indebtedness to FDMI was secured by a promissory note with a one-time, balloon 
payment to give its Members time to find their own financing.  That deadline was extended 
several times after financing attempts fell through.   

 

 

 

Golf car, circa 1975. Taken from 
17 tee box looking back at hole #4 
tee box 

 

Seated at the table (L-R) are Jimmie Kanemoto ( Pres.), F.D. Brownewell 
(Treas.), George Howe (V.P.), Dan Bernard (Atty.), and Jerry Rombeck 
(Dir.).  In the Background are Ken Pratt and Phil Skrbina).   
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With the sale, the name of the Club became 
“Fox Hill - The Longmont Country Club.” The sign 
was mounted at the entrance to the clubhouse. 

Roger Schmizt, formerly of the Broadmoor Hotel Golf Course, 
Colorado Springs, was appointed Course Superintendent. 
Roger remained in that position for 20 years when he was 
succeeded by Michael McClaren in 1996. Roger made an 
enormous contribution to the course in its early days.  In 
addition to planting over 1800 trees, Roger’s greens were the 
envy of courses throughout northern Colorado 

 

Other than along the ditch, the only large native 
trees on the course were two (now one) on the 
elbow of hole 3, one on the right corner of hole 10, 
and one on the left corner of hole 18.  

In about 1976 eight large cottonwoods, purchased 
by the Club, and 20 honey locust trees donated by 
Jim Straus, were plated on the course. 

Next, some mature trees were traded for two Club 
Memberships with the owner of land across from 
the Longmont Athletic Club. The land, on which a 

variety of trees grew, was to be graded for development. Superintendent, Roger Schmitz, his 
assistant, Tim Maloney, and their crew pre-dug holes along and between the fairways to receive 
the trees and MGA Members who owned trucks/trailers delivered the trees to their planting 
site.  This united effort resulted in the planting of about 450 trees, mostly 6’ to 15’ cottonwoods 
and Chinese elm.  These fast-growing trees quickly took hold and completely transformed the 
golf course.   

Roger Schmitz, circa 2021 
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Then, in the early 1980’s, the hybrid cottonwoods that came to dominate the course, along with 
a variety of evergreens and ornamentals were procured through the CSU Extension Service by 
Roger Schmitz (Supt.). About 3,500 seedlings were planted all over the course and, for future 
use, in two nurseries (between 5 and 8 tee boxes and between 14 and 15 fairways). 
Approximately 1,000 trees emerged from seedlings to create the Club’s mature landscaping. 
Unfortunately, although they are fast-growing and were planted for that reason, the hybrid 
cotton-less cottonwoods have a short life span (30 to 40 years) and began to die at an alarming 
rate around 2012.  

Trees are essential to maintaining the Club’s “parkland style” golf course.  They add a degree of 
difficulty and enhance the appearance of the golf course.  The Club now has a policy to replace 
trees as they die -- primarily with ornamentals, hardwoods and conifers, but the club will 
occasionally plant a cottonwood in a spot where fast growth is needed. 

Bev Johnson recorded the first ever hole-in-one by a woman at Fox Hill CC and 
Tuesday was designated as “Ladies Day.”   

In 1976, 18 holes cost $5:00 and a pull cart rental was $1:00. How things have 
changed.  

The WGA kicked off its 1977 
season with a combined breakfast 
meeting and fashion show where 
clothing lines were modelled by 
Fox Hill Members Donna 
Angstead, Susie Hajek, Keven 
Robinson, Ann Conilogue, Shirley 
Sailer and Ramona Houseman. 

Susie Hajek Donna Angstead 
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FHCC hired Bob Reich, 
formerly of Lake Valley 
Country Club, Boulder, to take 
over from Rollie Wildman as 
the club’s Golf Professional. 
Bob was a graduate of 
Fairview High School and a 
member of the 1968 CU Golf 
Team than won the Big Eight 
Championship. 

Bob remained at the Club until 
1981 when Rick Terrell was 
hired to fill the position. 

 

Sponsored by United Bank, the Club hosted a golf 
tournament to benefit cancer research.  CU Football 
coach Bill Mallory was the Honorary Chairman and one 
of several celebrity participants. Special prizes included 
a 1977 car from Hajek Chevrolet and television sets 
from Ball Television and Fred Schmidt Appliances.   
The event raised $5,644 for the charity.

Recognizing the need to secure water for the future, the Club 
wisely purchased 100 units of Colorado Big Thompson (CBT) 
water shares to bolster its shares in the Rough & Ready Ditch 
Company and in the Pleasant Valley Reservoir Fish and Ditch 
Company.   

The next challenge for the Club was where to store the water.  
Only two lakes existed at this time – the lake on hole 6 and the 
lake on hole 11 (where the pumping stations are). 

Asst. Pro, John Gallup 
(L) & Bob Reich (R) 

 

Bill Mallory speaking at the reception 

1976-77 Directors (L-R) Dick 
Herbert, F.D. Brownewell, and 
Dwight Sullivan 
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Throughout the 1980’s and 
‘90’s, the Fox Hill Pub was the 
place to be for Friday night 
happy hours.  If you weren’t 
there early, you couldn’t get a 
seat.  The Pub offered free 
shelled peanuts and 
encouraged Members to throw the shells on the floor.  Beer 

was served in glasses that weighed at least a 
pound.  

The Pub overlooked the pool which gave 
parents an opportunity to wind down but keep 
an eye on their children while they enjoyed a 
swim.  

Early in 1980, when foreclosure was seemingly imminent, a group of 59 
Members, known as the “JV Group,” under the leadership of Club President 
Vince Shyrack, lent the Club $733,000 which was used to buy the Club’s 
promissory note from FDMI. 

In June of the same year, the Club issued $2,500 bonds to 196 of its Members 
and paid off $490,000 of its debt to the JV Group. 

 

The Club borrowed $350,000 from the United Bank of Longmont 
(UBL) to pay off the balance owed to the JV Group. The UBL debt 
was refinanced by Member Al Linton of UBL in 1983. 

Vince Shyrack 

Pictured are? 

Pictured are? 

Women’s Member-Guest 
Logo 1981 

Jim? and Cody? 
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The WGA ladies 
were going 
strong in 1981 
with more than 
80 paid up 
Members. 

“The now familiar sight of drilling rigs, horse-head pumping jacks, and oil holding tanks, soon 
may greet those who tee up at the Fox Hill Country Club.” Longmont Times-Call, March 13-14, 
1982. 

The Board of Directors, in its infinite 
wisdom, sold the Club’s oil and gas 
exploration rights to the Calvin 
Petroleum Corporation of Denver in 
exchange for a percentage of future 
profits (if any).  Vince Wise, Fox Hill 
President, said “the lease with Calvin will 
mean some money for the Club …. if there is 
anything down there.”  Wise added that 
he foresees no problem with drilling 
activity on the course and said that 
Calvin had agreed to “keep its drilling and 
pumping activities as unobtrusive as possible.” Calvin had also agreed to paint its surface 
equipment green, so that it blended into the environment.  What were they thinking!  

 

Among those pictured (from R to L) are Judy 
Coates, Geri Stone, Hannah Bolster, and Sue Dole. Pictured are? 
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The Colorado WGA Matchplay Competition was held 
at the Fox Hill Country Club in July, 1983.  The event 
was won by 17-year-old Gailynn Addis of Fort Collins, 
the current holder of the state’s Junior Matchplay title. 

Gailynn outplayed several of the state’s seasoned women golfers including Boulder Country 
Club’s Susie Noel in the final. 

 

The Fox Hill CC WGA 
held it’s first Women’s 
Invitational (The Fox 
Fest) in August 1983.  
The event was chaired 
by Jerry stone.  The 
Championship Flight 
winner was Jan Bailey.

The Club built a lake on hole sixteen to add to its 
water storage capacity.  The project was the 
brainchild of Member Ron Hansen who both 
conceived the project and brought it to fruition. 

The lake radically changed the hole in appearance 
(making it the course’s signature hole) and 
difficulty for higher handicappers, who had to 
negotiate the length of the lake. 

Lew Stone and Jim Dole working the Calcutta 
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A group of local developers offered to purchase 11 ½ acres 
of the Club’s grounds (between No 7 and No 15 fairways) 
for a townhouse development.  Even though the offer would 
have allowed the Club to pay off its indebtedness to UBL, 
the Board declined the offer and subsequently amended its 
Articles and Bylaws to prohibit (1) the sale of the Club’s 
assets, (2) the assessment of Club Members, or (3) incurring 
long-term indebtedness, without the super-majority 
approval of the Membership.  The Board’s decision not to 
sell turned out to be wise. If the land had been sold, the 
Deere-Hattel lake would not have been possible. 

FHCC hired David Talaba to replace Rick Terrell as Head Golf 
Professional. Originally from Ohio, where he was an 
accomplished junior golfer who won the Mid-America Junior Golf 
Tournament at the age of 16. David graduate from Miami of Ohio 
University with a B.S. in Business. He entered the golf industry as 
an assistant professional at Sea Pines, Hilton Head. After a year 
there, he joined a 14-member teaching staff at Pinehurst Country 
Club. David was at the Club from 1986 to 1989 when Barry 
Jennings came to the Club and began his tenure of more than 20 
years. 

 

Taken in 1985 by Member Tom Redmond, this 
aerial photograph shows the third and eight 
greens in the foreground.  

Running east toward the lake is the seventeenth 
fairway and running east to west toward the 
lake is the twelth fairway. 

The trees in the photograph are still sparse and 
relatively small. 
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The ditch at 
the end of 
#16 fairway 
was 
widened to 
form a 
pond, by 
damming 
the ditch 

and excavating the area.  The sides of the pond were lined with fabric which was then covered 
with stone.  The pond added an attractive obstacle that gathers errant shots to the 16th green. 
Over the years, silt filled up the pond covered most of the stones.  The pond was returned to its 
original size and shape in 2018. 

The Club sold $10,000 bonds to 28 of its Members and paid off the note 
held by UBL. This was to be the last package of bonds sold to Club 
Members. The bonds were retired in October 1991. 

The 1987 Fox hunt was played 
over the July 4th weekend.  
Participants included 
Members John Power and 
Dennis Bianconi and their 
guests, Jim Brown and Pat 
Mehigan. 

 

  (L-R) Jim Brown(G) John Power 
(M), Dennis Bianconi (M), and 
Pat Mehigan (G). 

Pictured are? 
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The Club hired Barry Jennings to be its Head 
Golf professional --  a position that Barry Barry 
held until the Club was sold to avoid bankruptcy 
in 2011.    

Barry was the face of the Club for twenty-two 
years and will always be remembered fondly by 

the Members of that period. 

At sometime during his tenure, Barry took the fox out of the original 
sheild logo for use in merchandising and, in doing so, created a new 
logo for the club. 

 

 

 

At the urging and direction of Member Les Williams, the 
Club wisely purchased 100 shares of of CBT water at $1,000 
per share.   

This transaction showed great foresight, as the price of CBT 
water shares have since skyrocketed and become scarce as 
growth in the area has place a heavy demand on water. Les 
has been a longtime, volunteer advisor to the Club on water 
matters. 

Les Williams 
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Dick Phelps, a local course archirtect, was 
contracted to develop a master plan for 
upgrading the course. While many of the 
major elements of the plan have been 
implemented (e.g. reshaping sand traps, new 
putting green, new maintenance compound, 
cart paths, new storage lake, create water 
feature from irrigation ditch) and are 
discussed in this document, the plan remains 
a work in progress (e.g. lowering the #5, #10 
and #18 faiways).  

 

The Members approved a significant financing 
and capital improvements plan that allowed the 
Club to retire the 1980 and 1987 bonds.  

The course scorecard at the time featured a copy 
of painting by a local artist, depicting the pond in 
front of the 16th green. 

A Colorado artist was commissioned to paint the wooden tee signs that depict the main features 
of each hole. The signs remained on the course until they were replaced by, more durable, 
granite signs on posts, which in turn were removed after several incidents of damage by 
vandals.
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The Club undertook a major renoation and expansion of its 
sprinkler system. The existing system consisted of a single row of 
heads running down the center of each fairway, from tee to 
approach, along with five heads around each green. Over the years, 
as funds were available, heads had been added to irrigate selected 
rough areas.  The renovation design added roughly 1100 new 
heads to irrgate, tees, fairways, greens and most of the rough areas 
on the course.  The system was not entirely new. To reduce costs, it reused portions of the 
existing mainline, and required the existing pump stations to be refurbished.  The upgrade, 
performed by Environmental Construction Company, provided better playability, improved 
aesthetics, and improved water management. 

“Crocodile Hunter” John Mehaffy served his fourth term 
as President of the FHCC Board of Directors.  John has 
provided invaluable legal assistance and general support 
to the Club over many years. 

Al Linton equalled John Mehaffy with a record number of four 
terms as President of the FHCC Board of Directors. Like John, Al 
has been a servant of the Club for many years.  In addition to 
being a Member of the Board of Directors, Al has served countless 
times on the MGA board and has advised the Club on numerous 
matters over the years. 
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The Members approved a $4.1 million proposal to 
construct a new clubhouse, pool, tennis courts and 
to make other improvements to the Club’s facilities.  

The Club took on a new loan with Mile High Banks 
to pay for the new facilities and the demolition of 
the old clubhouse and pool. 

 

A new maintence facility was constructed on 9th avenue 
(behind #7 teebox) to replace the old facility that was to the 
west of the practice range by the railroad tracks. The facility 
includes a large machinery repair shop and covered 
equipment storage areas, a lunch room, bathrooms and 
offices for the Superintendent and Assistant 
Superintendent.  Outside material storage areas are 
plentiful. 

The original clubhouse was demolished, and the 
new clubhouse was built to the west of the original 
site. The pool and tennis courts were built in the 
area formerly occupied by the old clubhouse. 
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The new Clubhouse opened on December 10, 1999 but the formal opening celebration shown in 
the picture was held on January 15, 2000.  The 22,600 square-foot clubhouse featured a 
pub/restaurant, banquet facilities, locker room, an exercise room and a separate card room. In 
addition FHCC also built a new swimming pool, cabana, and tennis 
courts.   

The project cost the  $4.85 million and stressed the Club’s finances, so 
much so, that the new restaurant was furnished with tables and 
chairs from the old Clubhouse 

To approve the project, and to connect to the municipal services, the 
city of Longmont required the facilites to be annexed into the city and 
the Club to transfer 27 of its CBT water units to the city. 

(L-R) Unknown, Dean Lehman(Times-Call), Dallas Powel 
(Club President), John Quilan (Gen Contractor), John 
Williams (architect), Dan Bernard, Larry Dempsey, Henry 
Cooper, and unknown. 
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The 2000 scorecard shows 
that two new tees had been 
added -- a senior (Green) 
tee for men and 
competition tee (Gold) for 
women.  

From the back tees, the 
yardages are now 6865 
(72.4 rating) for men and 
5758 (72.3 rating) for 
women.  Clearly, the 
course has become longer 
and more difficult, in large 
part due to the maturation 
of its trees. 

 

The old, northern-most, bridge that crosses the railway tracks and links the clubhouse with the 
golf course, was replaced with a new, wider bridge in May 2001.  Having installed the bridge’s 
concrete base (shown in picture) that Club did not have the funds to finish the job.   

Jimmie Kanemoto, the Club’s first president, not only donated the funds to complete the 
project, but actually did some of the finish work himself!  Appropriately, the new bridge was 
dedicated in his name. 
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The Club’s Membership received a 
significant boost when the James 
Company built 89 patio homes along the 
fourteenth fairway.  Member Dave 
Orvis was the primary realtor on the 
project.   Orvis and Member Dave Miller 
(VP James Company) convinced 
developer Jim Postal to buy 

Memberships at the Club, upfront, for each of the homes as a purchase incentive to home 
buyers. The James Company also installed and maintained the gate allowing Fox Meadows 
residents entry to the Club. 

The construction of the new homes raised the concern of errant balls potentially damaging the 
homes.  After meeting with John Mehaffy and architect Frank Hummel, Postal agreed to 
Hummel’s recommendations regarding setbacks, and the placement of playground equipment 
further fron the course. 

Concurrently, the Club, with the substantial efforts of Dan Bernard, was able to create and 
preserve important waterway easements with the James group, the City of Longmont, and the 
Longmont school district (SVVSD). 

 

 

The Club hired Lori Moser-Paris to replace Brian Hall (1999-
2001) as its Superintendent.  Lori came from Cherry Hills 
Country Club and brought with her Rich Parker as her 
assistant.  Lori had a remarkable positive impact on the course 
during her six-year tenure (2001-2007) before she left to start a 
family. 

Lori currently resides in Cherry Creek with her husband and 
two children.  She runs her own insurance brokerage 
business. 

Lori Moser-Paris with her 
dog Jackson 
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The Club celebrated its 30th Birthday with a Dinner Dance where attending 
Charter Members were recognized. 

Linda Skrbina Cooke (the daughter of the Club’s founder, Phil Skrbina) 
was a Special Guest. 

 

Twenty years after the Board rejected an offer to turn the waste 
area between the seventh and fifteenth fairways into a 
townhouse development, the Club completed the construction of 
the Deere-Hattel Lake on the site.  The 
project, which significantly improved 
the appearance of the course, and the 
water storage capacity of the Club, was 
the inspiration of Member Bob Brand 

(brother of Longmont astronaut Vance Brand).  

Bob was a founder and principal in Rocky Mountain Consultants (RMC) who, 
along with Member Bill Sheeder (also a principal in RMC), put the Club in touch 
with developers who needed soil. Together, they made important connections with 
the City and the St, Vrain Valley SD (both contributed funds) and brought the 
vision to the point where it could be engineered by Members Don Deere and Mike 
Hattel. Don and Mike donated many hours to see the project to completion and, 

appropriately, the lake was named after them. 

All of the bunkers on the course were renovated under the 
supervision of Dan Coffin (Member). The bunkers were lined 
with a type of concrete and drains were installed. While 
effective at the time, the concrete lining did not age well. 

New tees and mounds were constructed on hole five to give 
the hole added length and to prevent a ball hit to the center of 

the sloping fairway from crossing the path. 
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The Club had 435 Golf Members, it’s highest ever, due in large part to the 
agreement with the Fox Acres development which bought a Golf Membership 
for each of the 89 patio homes. With strong Membership numbers, beginning in 
2005, the Club recorded its highest average number of rounds played during a 
four year period of 29,365 (30,991, 29,446, 27,961, and 29,060). 

 

 

The roof of the clubhouse was extended to the north to cover the 
main patio.  Heating units were added to extend the usefulness of 
the area into the winter months.  Unfortunately, the Club did not 
have the funds to complete the project and install retractable sides 
– a project for the future?  

Outdoor televisions were added in 2021 thanks to the generosity of the MGA and players in the 
“Friday Game.”  In concert with posting software, the TV’s allow event results to be displayed 
as soon as they are recorded. 

 

A new main pump station was installed between # 11 tee and # 18 
tee.  This was a critical step in upgrading the irrigation system as 
the pump services about half of the course.   

 

The Board declared the Club’s financially distressed and sought ways 
to address the problem. The only real options were filing for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy or putting together an investment group to buy the Club’s 
mortgage note from Mile High Banks. A small group of Members 
explored the purchase of the note but couldn’t reach a price that was 
acceptable to the Bank.  In the meantime, an outside investor, Stephen 

Kerr, was able to put financing together sufficient to buy the note. 
Tree planting on hole 10 
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The WGA held a benefit 
golf event to raise 
money for breast cancer 
research. The picture 
tells the story …. the 
event received the 
support of many of the 
WGA Members.  While 
they are too numerous to 
name, it is noteworthy 
that Susan Jennings 
(Assistant Golf Pro) is 
pictured in the second 
row.

The 2010 scorecard shows that a set of Black tees has been added to make the course play over 
7000 yards with a stroke 
rating of 72.2 and a 
slope of 143. One reason 
for such high ratings 
was the number and 
size of the trees on the 
course. 

The Men’s White Tees 
had stroke rating of 70 
and a slope of 135, 
which many Members 
felt was too high 
because their handicaps 
didn’t “travel well,” 
They likely had a point! 

The Red women’s tees 
were given a stroke 
rating of 71.1 and a 
slope of 127. 
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Independent investor, Stephen Kerr (operating as Tartan Golf 
Management), bought the Club’s note of $3.8 million from Mile High Banks 
and assumed ownership of the Club and its assets. 

With the Club now privately owned, and bankruptcy avoided, the Board of 
Directors was disbanded. 

Stephen Kerr transferred 50% of the ownership in Tartan Golf 
Management to local developer, Stephen Tebo. The partners established 
1400 East, LLC to lease the Club’s assets and to operate the Club. 

 

Operated by OB Sports, the Club became semi-private and paired with 
Colorado National – a course owned by Stephen Kerr Management.  The 
Club’s name was changed to The Fox Hill Club and a new logo was created. 

 

 

Much to the dismay of many Members, the 
Club’s long time Head Golf Professional, Barry 
Jennings, was released by the new management.  

In the six years that followed, the Club had five 
Golf Professionals!  They were, Matt Stewart, 
David Fischer, Bob McNamee, Scott Stevenson 
(also GM), and Stewart Koch. 
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The Club lost its foremost champion when 
Attorney, Dan Bernard, passed away.  Dan had 
been the Club’s attorney from the time it became 
Member-owned in 1975 and was instrumental in 
the growth (and survival) of the Club.  Dan was 
honored by the Members with the planting of a 
blue spruce in front of the Clubhouse -- the 
“Chipping Tree” was named in memory of Dan’s 
short-game prowess.  

 

At a cost of over $500,000 concrete cart paths were 
installed around tees and greens to replace sections 
of the dusty and worn original dirt paths.  

 

 

The clubhouse was remodeled to freshen the look and bring it up to date.  The Member’s Card 
Room was transformed into a Member’s Pub.

Dan, with a wry smile in 
front of the remains of the 
old clubhouse 
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In July 2017, Golf Memberships had fallen below 250 -- a level that could 
not sustain the operation of the Club without significant cuts in service.   

Stuart Horsfall bought Stephen Kerr’s share of the Tartan and 1400 East 
LLCs, and becomes the operating partner of 1400 East, LLC. 

The new ownership returned the Club to being 
a fully private, golf and social club with a 
family orientation. Accordingly, the Club’s logo 
was changed back to a more traditional look. 

 

The Club embarked on what will become a series 
of essential golf course upgrades with the 
installation of “Smart Satellite” sprinkler control 
boxes that allows the Superintendent to better 
control the sprinkler cycles and conserve precious 
water. 

 

David Fischer was rehired in 2018 but only stayed with the Club until 2020 
when he sought a position in golf other than that of a Club Professional.  
David was at Columbine Country Club when he was rehired.  He brought 
John Trierweiler with him as his Assistant Professional. John (2019 – 2021) 
was elevated to the Head Professional position when David left the Club. In 
his short tenure, David had a very positive impact on the Club, as did John.  

 

 
David Fischer 
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The first of the Fox Hill Club’s tree stump carvings was completed by the putting green.  The 
carving was done by Lueb Popoff, a talented local artist.  A bald eagle on hole six and an osprey 
on hole ten were soon to follow. 

 

The MGA and 
the WGA held 
the 45th annual 
Member-Guest 
tournaments – 
The Fox Hunt 
and the Chilli 
Pepper Classic. 

The Member’s Pub was 
redecorated to make it more 
inviting.  In addition the bar was 
refurbished and televisions were 
installed. Artifacts and photos 
were added to the décor to help 
preserve the history of the Club.  

Two albums, with items going back to 1972 when the 
Club first began, are available for viewing. Unfortunately many symbols of the Clubs history 
were destroyed by the new owners when the Club became privately held in 2011.  
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The lake on hole six was 
dredged increasing the 
average depth from four 
feet to ten feet and a new 
pump station was 
installed, replacing the 
golf ball ridden shack.   

The muck dredged from 
the lake was used to fill in 
what had become known 
as the “Resident’s Pond” 

on the elbow of the sixth hole. The Resident’s pond was subsequently 
irrigated and hydraseeded and became a playable part of the golf 
course. 

The Club was hit hard by the Covid-19 pandemic. At first, it felt like 
impending doom for the Club as staff scrambled to accommodate the 
rigid rules imposed by the county and the state -- indoor dining was 
probited, “take out” meals were the only option, and masks and “social 
distancing” became the norm. 

Eventually, however, what started as a nightmare, became a blessing 
for our Members.  The golf course, albeit with new safety rules, 
provided a much needed relief from isolation in the home. As a result, 
our Membership grew, as it did in golf clubs across the country. 

 

Jay Holmes and guest Jim Conn competed in their 25th 
consecutive Fox Hunt.  Their celebration was fueled by Coors 
Light and featured cream cake. The pair had previously won 
the event twice. 
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Aided by retirement and fortified with Johnny Walker Black, 
Jeff “Dinger” Dingwall broke a record for the number of 
complete rounds at the Club in a calendar year.  The previous 
record of 185 was held by John South, and once thought to be 
unatainable. The Ironman posted an astonishing 230 rounds, 
not including a significant number of 9-hole 
“emergency”rounds and full rounds played at other courses! 

 

 

The cabana was remodeled in order to allow the 
preparation of food at the pool rather than walking meals 
down from the Clubhouse.  At the same time, the “kiddie 
pool” was removed and the grass area was extended to 
the south in preparation for the anticipated increase in 
Social Memberships.  

Excavation work began on The Highlands at Fox 
Hill development immediately to the east of the 
Club.  It was anticipated that 404 new townhome 
and condominiums will be built by Landmark 
Homes in 2022-2026. A further 35 single-family 
homes will be built by Dreamfinders Homes at the 
north end of the property. 

The Club inked a deal with the homebuilders to 
buy a “Trial Social Membership” for each new 
homeowner as a sales incentive. The funds, 
received by the Club upon the closing of each 

property were earmarked to subsidize the building of a new exercise facility at the pool. 
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Sponsored by the Kiwanas, the city’s 4th of July 
fireworks display was held at the Club.  

Historically, the event had been held at the Boulder 
County Fairgrounds which were unavailable in 
2021 due to the county’s Covid-19 restrictions.  
After a good deal of apprehension on the part of 
Members and Fox Hill neighbors, the event was a 
deemed a great success.  

The day was officially 
declared Rich Parker 
Day to celebrate 
Rich’s twenty-year 
tenure at the Club. 
Rich first came to Fox 
Hill as assistant to 
Lori Moser, who Rich 
credits as “saving the 

golf course.”  If Lori saved it, Rich made it better, and, for many 
years, maintained the course at the high standard expected by the Members. 

Led by Head Golf Professional, John Trieweiler, the 
Junior Golf Academy attracted over 70 participants 
ranging in age from 5 to 16.  The Junior golf program at 
the Club has produced many excellent players including 
state champions and future golf professionals. 

James Vickland on the 
putting course 
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The eastern section of the driving range net was replaced 
with a 70’ high net, supported by steel poles, to protect the 
new homes in the Highlands at Fox Hill development, east 
of the Club. 

 

A new line was installed to connect the Club’s sewer to the 
main city sewer line in Highlands at Fox Hill.  The lift 
station, that graced the front of the clubhouse for far too 
long, will be removed in 2022.  

The Club celebrates its 50th 
Anniversary with activities 
throughout the year.
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The Club started the year with more than 350 Golf 
Members and nearly 100 Social members, making it 
financially viable once again.  

 

 

 

 

 

… to be continued 
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          FHC Presidents  

1974 Jimmie Kanemoto 
 1975 Jimmie Kanemoto 
1976 George Howe 
1977 Richard “Dick” Hebert 
1978 Dwight Brownewell          
1979 Dwight Sullivan              
1980 Vince Shyrack 
1981 Vince Wise 
1982 Vince Wise 
1983 Frank Angstead 
1984 Frank Angstead 
1985 Judy Haines 
1986 Al Linton 
1987 Al Linton 
1988 John Mehaffy 
1989 John Mehaffy 
1990 Stan Barrett 
1991 John Mehaffy 
1992 Mark Fowler 
1993 Bill Tosh 
1994 Neal Huxford 
1995 John Mehaffy 
1996 Al Linton 
1997 Al Linton 
1988 Dan Bernard 
1999 Dan Bernard 
2000 Dallas Powell 
2001 Dallas Powell 
2002 Gregg Kalbfleisch 
2003 Clark Fassett 
2004 Bob Woerdehoff 
2005 Clark Fassett 
2006 Jay Holmes 
2007 Mike Hattel 
2008 Jeff Nading 
2009 Josh Miller 
2010 Joanne Higgins 
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  Course Superintendents 

 

 

 

 

Golf Professionals                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Managers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1972-1975 Mark Quesenbery 
1975-1996 Roger Schmitz 
1996-1999 Michael McClaren 
1999-2001 Brian Hall 
2001-2007 Lori Moser 
2007- Rich Parker 

1973-1976 Rollie Wildman 
1977-1981 Robert “Bob” Reich  
1981-1984 Rick Terrell 
1986-1989 Dave Talaba  
1989-2011 Barry Jennings 
2011-2014 Matt Stewert 
2014-2015 David Fischer 
2015-2015 Bob McNamee 
2015-2016 Scott Stevenson  
2016-2017 Stewart Koch 
2018-2020 David Fischer 
2020-2022 John Trieweiler 

1972- ? Fred Fanton 
? Chris McGinnis 
? Bill Bruce 
? Frank Cacciavilliani 
? Virginia Vitall 
? Tony Santillanez 
1984- ? Joe Stelmack 
? Bill Bruce 
? Al Van Middlesworth 
? Mike Evarts 
? Ned Dworak 
1992-96 Brian Solem 
1996 Claude Judd 
? Michael Shannon 
? Nelson Scott 
? Al Jader 
? Steve Morr 
2011- ? Matt Schalk 
? George Hannah 
2016-17 Scott Stevenson 
2017- Pat Miller 
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Verified Charter Members 

Al & Patsy Albro 
Blaine & Judy Alley 
Edith Ashford 
Stan & Nancy Barrett 
Dan & Dale Bernard 
Dennis Bianconi 
Jim & Annie Boberschmidt 
Bill & Ann Boetcher 
Dwight Brownewell 
Fred & Judy Coates 
Jim & Sue Dole 
Chuck & Mabel Durning 
Ed Dworak 
John & Betty Fenstermacher 
Stew & Sharon Golden 
Bob & Susie Hajek 
Dr. John Haley 
Blaine &Alice Hayes 
Jim & Virginia Holmes 
George & Jean Howe 
Wilson & Ruth Howe 
Larry & Millie Jensen 
Keith & Bev Johnson 
Jim and Chiyo Kanemoto 
Joe & Kathy Kiesel 
Mike & Karen Kramer 
Keith and “Sam” Kuxhausen 
Kaj & Rita Lauridsen 
Ed & Ruth Lehman 
Don McMahen 
 

Ralph & Peg Meyerdirk 
Jay and Eda Mills 
Art & Loretta Mooney 
Dr. Herb Mooney 
Gen Murphy 
Bill & Marice Musselman 
Ted & Millie Neiswanger 
Dr. ? & Dorisine Pendleton 
Harleigh Peppler 
Reva Platt 
Ken and Susan Pratt 
George & Eileen Prebish 
Jack Reilly (#001) 
Tom & Scotti Reynolds 
Ben & Wanda Rodriguez 
Jerry & Marge Rombeck 
Cork and Nancy Rowley 
Roger & Ginny Schloo 
Vince Shyrack 
Chuck and Sue Spurr 
Bill & Carolyn Stafford 
Dwight & Vernie Sullivan 
Carl & Evadean Turner 
Bruce & Bev Waddle 
Dick and Wilma Weathers 
Earl & Virginia Wertz 
Gary & Judy Wertz 
Cathy Winter 
Tom & Mitzi Wood 
 

 

Possible Charter Members  

Chuck Simonsen, Wayne & Shirley Sailer, John Power, Frank Stenson, Gene & Susan Langley 
(became Bud and Sue Barber), Chuck & Mary Simonsen, Brian & Jane Mahoney, Dr.? & 
Florence Petit, Bill Johnson  

 


